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For immediate release

Knowledge is power: Stanford Asian Liver Center to host 4th Youth Leadership Conference

Stanford, CA – The Asian Liver Center (ALC) at Stanford University is proud to announce that it will host its 4th annual Youth Leadership Conference on Asian and Pacific Islander Health on Stanford campus from November 10-13, 2005.  The 3-day conference is designed to educate high school students about hepatitis B, liver cancer, and other health issues prominent in Asian American communities, as well as empower students with outreach skills with which they can bring the knowledge to their own communities.  This year’s conference has a special focus on developing students’ proposal writing and presentation skills.  Through keynote speakers, leadership workshops, and a newly designed and action-packed Team Challenge, the ALC hopes that students will gain inspiration as well as insight into the team work and the planning process in doing successful outreach.  
The ALC believes that successful leadership stems from personal inspiration, so each year’s conference aims to provide keynote speeches from many of today’s leaders in medicine, business, politics, and education.  During last year’s conference, speakers inspired and moved with their stories of individual hardship, personal and public triumph, concern for the well-being of others, and passion for community outreach.  Students heard from Robin Mamlet, Stanford Dean of Admissions, liver cancer survivor Daniel Sun, Congressman Mike Honda, and Dr. Samuel So, founder and director of the Asian Liver Center.  The 2005 conference organizers hope to gather together yet another dynamic panel of speakers, including the new Stanford Dean of Admissions, Richard Shaw, and Jenny Ming, founder and President of Old Navy Co.
In addition to the speakers that students will hear, the newest component of the conference fuses the leadership workshops and training sessions into one quick-paced Team Challenge, designed with the goal of providing students with more realistic practice with situations and problems that arise during the implementation of an outreach project.  Participants can expect to find interactive role-play sessions, discussions, and mock presentations as they work their way through each stage of an outreach challenge.  
Currently, the ALC hosts the only youth conference addressing the silent hepatitis B epidemic that affects 400 million people, and 1 in every 10 Asians worldwide.  Founded in 1996 by Dr. Samuel So, a physician and surgeon at the Stanford Medical School, the ALC is entering its tenth year as the only non-profit organization in the nation to address the impact that hepatitis B and liver cancer has on Asian Americans and Asians around the world.  Through its Annual Youth Leadership Conferences, the ALC has outreached to more than 300 high school students because it believes in the capacity that students hold for affecting change in both themselves and in their communities.  For Stanford student Amy Yu, one of the organizers for the 2005 conference, working towards empowering youth has a special significance for her. “I feel that this conference is important because it is in our youth that hope is found.  They are the agents of change that will shape the future of generations to come.  If they are educated and empowered, then they can do anything,” she said.
The 2004 conference gathered 125 students from all over California, and this year’s conference expects to bring in even more students by expanding to the mid-west and east coast.  Students will be housed in the comfortable Stanford Linear Accelerator Center (SLAC) Guest House, with meals and transportation provided for during their stay on Stanford campus.  The conference provides an exciting opportunity for students to be personally challenged and grow as tomorrow’s leaders.  The ALC encourages students of all ethnicities and backgrounds to apply to the 4th Annual Youth Leadership Conference.  To apply, please visit the Youth Leadership Conference website at www.liver.stanford.edu/ylc or see your high school college or career counselors.
